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BOOK REVIEWS. 

The Law and Practice in Actions for Torts in the State of 
New York. By J. Newton Fiero. Albany, N. Y. Matthew 
Bender. 1903. pp. xviii. 893. 

This book is not literature ; not even law literature. It is a 
compilation of authorities and a compendium of forms. The 
author's purpose is concisely stated in the opening sentence of the 
Preface. "I have attempted," he writes, "to prepare a work 
which shall combine the theory of the Law of Wrongs and the 
practice in Actions for Injuries to the Person in such a manner as 
shall be useful to the practicing lawyer, basing my views of useful- 
ness and convenience very largely upon my own experience; fol- 
lowing, however, in the main the classification adopted by the 
leading text-writers upon the subject " Later in the preface, he 
states that "authorities are cited in every instance, and I have re- 
frained from venturing upon the expression of my own views on 
controverted or undecided questions." 

In the foregoing extracts the author has accurately described 
this work. It makes no pretence to originality either in classifica- 
tion or discussion. Many of the chapters open with voluminous 
extracts from text-books, which are followed by a digest of perti- 
nent New York cases. Not infrequently contradictory statements 
appear on opposite pages, each supported by a New York judicial 
decision, without an attempt on the part of the author- to recon- 
cile them and without his noting in any way the conflict. In a 
mere digest such a state of things is to be expected, but not in a 
text-book. 

And yet, the volume should be useful to the practitioner in this 
State. The author, as we have seen, did not set out to produce a 
work of art, but a tool for the busy lawyer. In the language of 
the publisher's prospectus, "the author's aim has been to make a 
practical work, rather than a purely scientific and theoretical treat- 
ise." He has been abundantly successful in the attainment of 
this ideal. 

Mines and Mining : a Commentary on the Law of Mines and 
Mining Rights, both Common Law and Statutory, with Appendices 
Containing the Federal Statute and the Statutes of the Western 
States and Territories, Relating to Mining for Precious Metals on 
the Public Domain, and Forms for Use in Application for Patent 
and Adverse Suits. By Wilson J. Snyder. Two Vols. Chicago. 
T. H. Flood & Co., 1902. pp. ci, 709 and 756. 

The title of this elaborate work inspires at the outset some 
doubt of the author's accuracy in the use of language — an essential 
qualification for the work of preparing such a manual for students 
and practitioners. Neither the Federal statute nor the statutes of 
any States or Territories relate specifically to mining for the 



